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possessing the Chief Weight in the Council, and the principal
place in the confidence of the King; in that respect there can
be no rivalry or division of power. It must rest in the
person generally called first minister, who ought to be at
the head of the finances/'1 In 1792, even against the King,
Pitt insisted on the dismissal of Lord Chancellor Thurlow
because of his insubordination. Immediately after Pitt's
resignation, in 1801, his principle of the corporate responsi-
bility of the Cabinet received further confirmation; his
Chancellor, Lord Loughborough, tried to remain in Adding-
ton's Cabinet, though without office, but was informed that _
"the number of Cabinet Ministers should not exceed that
of the persons whose responsible situation in office require
their being members of it/'2 "Pitt's vigorous maintenance
of the principles of Cabinet government connects him with
the work of Walpole 5, it also links him with the great Ministers*'
of the nineteenth century whose system has been so clearly
described by Bagehot. Both the power and selfishness
of the Whig aristocracy and the revival of royal influence by
George III had undermined the position of the Cabinet in
the government of the country; that position was re-
established by Pitt. Much of Pitt's work for the Constitu-
tion, however, was the result simply q^his personal influence
and character: whilst he was in office, principles of Cabinet
government were to a considerable extent observed, but
they were enforced by his personal power and not widely
accepted as established principles.
Special mention must be made of the circumstances of The
Pitt's resignation and of his attitude to Addington's Govern- bis resigna-
ment.   jPitt had from  the outset adopted a progressive tlon
outlook towards Irish affairs; and since, under the terms of
the Union, the Catholics had been led to believe that emanci-
pation could be hoped for, Pitt felt conscientiously bound
at least to introduce a measure for their relief.  /He proposed
to admit them to office on their subscribing to a political,
instead of a religious, test, and he also proposed that the
1	Both   quotations are   from   Ency.   Brit,   article  on   Pitt  by
V, C. Clinton-Baddeley.
2	Medley, Constit. Hist., p. 128.

